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in 1897 and 1900. However, due to time limitations, only information on black citizens is 

presented. 

This study also utilizes census data from the Integrated Public Use Microdata 

Series (IPUMS). Census data from 1880 to 1920 were compiled in order to analyze 

demographic changes for the city of Wilmington relative to the state of North Carolina. 3

III. Methodology 

In order to obtain a uniform measure of occupational status across directory years, 

the self reported occupations were re-coded to the 1950 Census occupational 

classification system (OCC1950) to enhance comparability across years.4  Making this 

conversion allowed for the creation of two additional measures not contained in the city 

directories5. The first is an occupational score variable (OCCSCORE). OCCSCORE is a 

constructed variable that assigns occupation income scores to each occupation on the 

basis of OCC1950. OCCSCORE assigns each occupation a value representing the median 

total income (in hundreds of 1950 dollars) of all persons with that particular occupation 

in 1950. This variable provides a continuous measure of occupations according to the 

economic rewards enjoyed by people working in 1950.6 The second variable is a 

constructed variable that assigns a Duncan Socioeconomic Index (SEI) score to each 

occupation. The SEI, which also is based on the 1950 occupational classification system, 

is a measure of occupational status based upon the income level and education attainment 

                                                 
3 Analysis of census data to examine Atlanta and state of Georgia to determine if the effects of 1898 
Wilmington Riot are similar to the effects of the 1906 Atlanta Riot is under way. 
4 The interested reader can get detailed information on the recoding process at 
www.ipums.org/usa/pwork/occ1950a.html.  
5 The downside of making these conversions is that it is very difficult to obtain exact matches for all of the 
occupations. 
6 The interested reader can get detailed information on the variable construction process at 
www.ipums.org/uas/pwork/occscorea.html.  The description of the variable is taken from this source. 
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